Joint Organic Congress 2006

Organic Farming and European Rural Development

In May 2006, researchers representing all aspects of European research in organic food and farm-
ing will present their work at a joint congress to be held in Denmark

"A balanced development of rural districts, healthy and safe foods, clean drinking water, production of
renewable energy, protection of nature, care for farm animals, ..." Both consumers and society are asking
for diverse services from agriculture, and thus providing new challenges for European farmers, food pro-
ducers and policymakers.

As a mean to comply with the new demands, the European communities have initiated research to investi-
gate the possibilities for developing the various aspects of agriculture and food systems. Some of the re-
search are focussing on the development of organic food and farming,.

In May 2006 - for the first time ever - researchers from virtually all EU funded research projects in organic
food and farming will join the same congtress to present their results for organic producers and processors,
as well as for those interested in an overall sustainable development in Europe.

The reseatch, to be presented, includes the integrated project "Improving quality and safety and reduction
of cost in the European organic and "low input" food supply chain" (QLIF).

Other research projects like ENVIRFOOD, REPCO, INTERCROP and SAFO are focussing on the de-
velopment of environmental friendly production systems, health and food safety in organic animal hus-
bandry.

Furthermore, projects focussing on policies and regulation will participate in the congress together with the
CHANNEL project, which focus on East and Central European collaboration and the new ERA-NET
scheme CORE Organic, which focuses on transnational research coordination.

- “Our goal is to organize a programme, which is rewarding for organic producers and processors seeking
new knowledge on a specific organic production. At the same time the programme will provide an over-
view of current European research in organic food and farming and thus an impression of the possibilities
to implement research results in an overall societal development”, the organizers of the congress have pro-
nounced.

The event will take place on 30 — 31 May 2006 in Odense Denmark, and it will be held in collaboration
with the biannual Danish Organic Congress. Together with the congress the Danish organizers are prepar-
ing an exhibition on technologies and products within organic food and farming. More information can be
found at www.organic-congress.org

As the official language will be English, the congress should be open for anyone interested in organic food
and farming.
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